MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF

DYFED POWYS POLICE AUTHORITY
held at Police Headquarters, Carmarthen

on Monday, 11th December 2006 at 12.30 p.m.

PRESENT:

CEREDIGION COUNTY COUNCIL

Councillor T H Lewis






Councillor J D R Jones, MBE

CARMARTHENSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
Councillor W J W Evans

Councillor W G Hopkins

Councillor D A Tucker

PEMBROKESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
Councillor J T Davies

Councillor D M Evans


[Chairman]

POWYS COUNTY COUNCIL
Councillor K F Tampin

INDEPENDENT MEMBERS 

Mr J A G Antoniazzi

Mr P Gray


Mrs D A Humfryes



Mr A M S Kenwright



MAGISTRATE MEMBERS

Mr J K Howell J.P.

Mr S Vipond J.P.

IN ATTENDANCE
Mr K B Reeves [Clerk]

Mrs J Wilding [Treasurer]

Assistant Chief Constable A Edwards

Mr A Bevan [Director of Finance and Resources]

Superintendent J Stretton [Neighbourhood Policing Project]




Mrs J Evans [Members Services Officer]

59. WAIVING OF STANDING ORDER 1(4)

RESOLVED

That Standing Order 1(4) be waived to enable the meeting to be held at 12.30 p.m.

60.
REPORT OF THE CHIEF CONSTABLE AND TREASURER - POLICE COMMUNITY SUPPORT OFFICERS (PCSOs) – FUNDING FOR DYFED-POWYS POLICE AUTHORITY

The Treasurer reported that on Monday, 27th November 2006, the Minister for Policing Security and Community Safety, Mr Tony McNulty, announced the allocations of specific grant for police authorities in England and Wales for 2007/08.

A table summarising the effect of this announcement on PCSO numbers in Dyfed Powys was presented. This effectively reduced the number of PCSOs to be deployed over the Dyfed Powys area from 157 to 62 and denied Dyfed Powys of its “fair share” of the reduced National Target which was previously identified as 96 PCSOs.

The Finance Resources and Information Management Committee considered this information on Monday, 4th December. The Committee asked for a letter to be sent to the Home Office, Secretary of State for Wales and the Social Justice and Regeneration Minister of the Welsh Assembly, informing them of the grave concern and disappointment at the inequitable treatment of Dyfed Powys. The Committee also asked that MPs be briefed on the current position.

A letter was sent to Mr McNulty, MP on Tuesday, 5th December 2006 and copied to the Rt. Hon. Peter Hain M.P. and Ms Edwina Hart A.M.

A delegation from Dyfed Powys Police Authority and Force attended meetings with MPs in London on Wednesday, 6th December 2006.

Mr Nick Ainger M.P. advised the Authority on Thursday, 7th December 2006, that he had secured a meeting with Mr Tony McNulty on Tuesday, 12th December 2006 for a delegation from Dyfed Powys.

A further report, updating Members on the current position would be presented to the Police Authority at its meeting on Monday, 18th December 2006.

The Treasurer reminded Members of the approach that had been adopted in not signing up to the acceleration of funding until the Authority had received information in respect of:

(i) grant funding for PCSOs for 2007/08

(ii) funding for PCSOs from April 2008 onwards

This information had not been made available prior the Minister’s announcement on 27th November.

Members felt that they had been penalised for exercising prudence in protecting any additional burden on the Council Tax, based on the information available at the time and expressed concern that the Force would not be in a position to fully implement Neighbourhood Policing in Dyfed Powys as a result of the announcement. 


RESOLVED

1. That the report be noted.

2. That the delegation to meet with the Ministers in London be asked to press the case for a review of the funding allocation for Dyfed Powys and report back to the Police Authority meeting on 18th December 2006.
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